The prevalence of hepatitis B surface antigen and antibody in home-reared individuals with Down syndrome.
We examined 180 noninstitutionalized persons with Down syndrome for the presence of both hepatitis B surface antigens and antibodies to hepatitis B surface antigen. Two of the 180 subjects with Down syndrome had a positive test. One patient was hepatitis B surface antigen positive and the other was found to have antibodies to hepatitis B surface antigen. Also, 2 of the 155 individuals in the comparison group tested positive for hepatitis B surface antigen. Thus, we did not observe an increased prevalence of hepatitis B surface antigen or antibody in the study group and there was no significant difference between the Down syndrome and comparison groups. This is in contrast to many studies that originated in residential facilities where an increased number of persons with Down syndrome were found to have hepatitis B surface antigenemia. The related public health concerns are discussed.